“The Lady of Shalott” Parts 1 & 2 (p. 963)
1. Read the first two parts.
2. How does the imagery of the towers contrast with its surroundings?  What does this suggest about the position of the Lady in the towers?
3. What allegory can be found in the mirror used by the Lady?  
4. Sketch a quick picture of the scene at hand.


“The Lady of Shalott” Parts 3 and 4 (p. 966)
1. Read the next two parts.
2. In what way is the “knight in shining armor” concept amplified?
3. What was the Lady’s curse?  What theme is the author concerned with by the end of the piece?


“My Last Duchess” (p. 979)
1. Read the poem.
2. For each of the following lines, analyze what the passage reveals about the Duke and/or the relationship with the duchess in the painting
a. Lines 21-25
b. Lines 31-34
c. Lines 40-43
d. Lines 43-46


“Porphyria’s Lover” (p. 982)
1. Read the poem and detail (in brief) the actions of the narrative.
2. List 4-5 words that help to establish the foreshadowing of the events that occur by the end of the poem.
3. Imagine you are a psychologist analyzing the speaker of the poem.  What would your final evaluation be of his mental state?  What about the last line?
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1. How is the initial description of the setting of the text similar to the man speaking at the beginning of the story?  How might this have been an intentional choice by the author?
2. In what way(s) are the names of the characters another intentional choice?  What is being suggested by each?
3. The conversation between Gradgrind and Sissy reveals what attitudes about children at the time?
4. Summarize the argument of why a horse would not be “papered” on the wall?
5. In essence, what are these men doing to the children who are sitting in the classroom?
6. Analyze the last line of the selection: what commentary is Dickens offering about the priorities of the leaders at the time?

